
DISCERNMENT
Rooting our thoughts in Scripture as we process the world around us



REVIEW

Are you a 

water lily
or a 

cypress tree?



WATER LILIES OR CYPRESS TREES

• A water lily has very weak roots

• Highly affected if the water starts 
moving

• Can be easily uprooted

• A cypress tree is well-rooted

• Not affected by currents

• Stays where it is 



WHEN IS DISCERNMENT 
NECESSARY?

• Discernment is not really needed:
• When things are obviously false

• “We should worship Satan rather than God”

• “The earth is flat”

• Where the Biblical teaching is explicit and very clearly important

• Discernment is needed for things that are not quite as obvious:
• Half truths

• Articles written from a “Christian perspective”  that may even quote scripture

• Wrong prioritization—two things are true, but the less important thing is prioritized 
over the more important

• Situations where Biblical principles come into conflict—which has priority?

• Issues that are not explicitly addressed in Scripture—application of principle is 
needed



WHAT HINDRANCES KEEP US FROM 
EXERCISING BIBLICAL DISCERNMENT?

• We may not know what the Bible says well enough

• We may not be practiced at prioritizing Biblical truths

• Sinful attitudes (we don’t really want to submit our thoughts in some area to what God 
has said)

• We may spend much more time absorbing the thoughts of those around us than 
focusing on what God has said through His word

• We may trust our own ability to think too much (discount the “noetic” effects of sin—how 
sin affects our mind)

• We may practice poor hermeneutics

• We may be unbalanced in our thinking—our priorities don’t really line up with God’s

• We may not have a good grasp of the history of Christian thought
• May hear something that sounds reasonable, but it’s actually a recycled heresy
• Chronological snobbery—assuming that we have it right and everyone before us had it wrong



WHAT WE PLAN TO DO

• We’re planning on focusing on some assertions made by Phillip Gulley in a book 
entitled, If the Church were Christian: Rediscovering the Values of Jesus.
• These principles were summarized in a devotional by Richard Rohr about what he 

thinks modern Christianity needs to embody.

• These were then refuted in a book by Michael Kruger entitled Ten commandments of 
Progressive Christianity

• These ideas are generally aligned with our culture and are therefore more palatable 
than more conventional understandings
• Some of them, at first glance, even seem to have merit

• We are going to address many of these in the weeks that follow
• “Practicing” Biblical discernment

• Also sharpening our thinking on these particular issues, which do come up from time 
to time



ASSERTIONS WE’LL BE COVERING

• Affirming people’s potential is more important than reminding them of their 
brokenness

• The work of reconciliation should be valued over making judgments

• Gracious behavior is more important than right belief

• Inviting questions in more valuable than supplying answers

• Encouraging the personal search is more important than group uniformity

• Meeting actual needs is more important than maintaining institutions

• Peacemaking is more important than power

• We should care more about love and less about sex

• Life in this world is more important than the afterlife



BREAK IT DOWN

Jesus is a model for living more than an object for worship

• Claims:
• Jesus is a model for living
• Jesus is an object for worship
• Jesus example is more important than His deity

• Let’s turn these into questions
• Is Jesus a model for living?
• Is Jesus an object for worship?
• Is Jesus example more important than His deity?



IS JESUS A MODEL FOR LIVING?

• What does Scripture Say?
• John 13:12-16

• 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.

• Yes, but He is much more
• Jesus is part of the eternally existing Godhead

• John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God

• John 8:58 - Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

• John 10:30 – I and the Father are one…

• As Christians, we would affirm that we should follow the example of Jesus and that He is 
divine



IS JESUS AN OBJECT FOR WORSHIP?

• What does Scripture Say?
• Matthew 2:11 - And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 

and they fell down and worshiped him.
• Matthew 14:33 - And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son 

of God.”
• Matthew 28:9 - And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came 

up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.
• John 9:38 - He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
• Philipians 2:10 - so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth,
• Hebrews 1:6 - And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 

God's angels worship him.”
• Revelation 1:17 - When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead…

• Yes, according to scripture, Jesus is an object for worship because of who He is and 
what He has done



IS JESUS EXAMPLE MORE IMPORTANT THAN HIS DEITY?

• What is really going on here?

• Could it be that progressive Christianity affirms the divinity of Jesus but puts 
the priority on his moral example?

• The Author rejects the virgin birth, the sinlessness of Jesus, and the miracles of 
Jesus as myths designed to elevate Jesus to a “divine status”

• In 1923, J Gresham Machen said, “Liberalism regards Him (Jesus) as an 
example and a Guide; Christianity as a Saviour: liberalism makes Him an 
example for faith; Christianity, the object of faith.”

• The idea behind this first commandment is not to put the emphasis on Jesus 
as a moral example, but to directly reject the divinity of Jesus.



THE COMMANDMENT UNMASKED

• Jesus IS the moral example BECAUSE He is God

• You cannot separate the two

• This progressive commandment is not about prioritizing good deeds, but 
about making Jesus small, and rejecting His Lordship

• Rebellion, wrapped up in false humility, is at the heart of this commandment

• John 17:17 – “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth”

• By removing the person of Jesus from the equation as an object for worship, 
it makes Christianity a religion of moralism.



THE TRUTH

• “Christianity is a religion of grace, not a religion of merit.  It’s not primarily about what we
do, but what God has done in Christ.” - Kruger

• “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10

• Machen said
• “Here is found the most fundament difference between liberalism and Christianity – liberalism is 

altogether in the imperative mood, while Christianity begins with a triumphant indicative; 
liberalism appeals to man’s will, while Christianity announces first, a gracious act of God”

• We are all susceptible to discerning poorly 

• Our goal in discerning is to identify what is good, and hold onto it, while also identifying 
what is evil, and shunning it.

• We must be on guard

• 1 Timothy 6:20-21 – “O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent 
babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” 21 for by professing it 
some have swerved from the faith.”


